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Welcome to the Academy of Music Theatre- 
a stunning gem with vast possibilities. Her 
historic restoration is underway!

This theatre, built in 1905 and rebuilt following a 
fire in 1912, is of special significance to our 
community. The Academy of Music was the first 
fully electrified public building in Lynchburg, and 
the hub for nationally renowned performers 
traveling through Virginia in the early years of the 
20th century.  The Academy of Music was the first 
building in Lynchburg to be added to the National 
Register of Historic Places and today is the last 
downtown theatre left standing after magnificent 
venues like the Paramount,  the Warner and the 
Majestic were destroyed decades ago.

The significance of the Academy of Music Theatre, 
however, does not stop there. Virtually all restored 
theatres exist as self-contained entities. Their 
systems, needs and capabilities are all fully enclosed 
within their own walls. However, in the Academy’s 
case, our theatre will be attached to the Arts & 
Entertainment building and various organic 
systems of the two venues (elevators, loading docks, 
electrical, air handling, etc.) will be shared. Once 
restored, a glass lobby area, built in the current 6th 
St. alley, will connect the theatre to our  
Gallery/office building, creating sufficient space for 
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Shows supported
in part by:

lobbies, restrooms, concessions, elevators and the 
box office.

The restored theatre will function within the existing and fully active complex that now surrounds the 
historic Academy of Music (See “Did you know? It’s not Old vs. New,” pg. 4). Though not all restoration 
efforts are visible to the passerby, a tremendous amount of work has already been accomplished, both 
around the complex as well as inside the historic theatre. The completed components in the complex are 
designated as parts of Act I and include: 

• Acquisition of the Academy of Music Theatre and preliminary stabilization of her roof and balconies 
• Reconstruction of the Academy of Music Theatre’s fly tower, stage, catwalks and grid  
• Purchase and renovation of the Price & Clements Building (Arts & Education Center)  
• Creation of the 340-seat 5,000 square foot Joy & Lynch Christian Warehouse Theatre  
• Purchase of the 600 Main Street building, now housing administrative offices, renovated Galleries  
   and a newly created Pottery Studio

The overall design of the reconstruction and the complicated interface between our three properties has 
been completed, marrying the charm and beauty of the past with the technical needs of contemporary 
entertainment and the tastes of today’s cultural consumer.  
                                                                                                                                                        Continued on pg. 2...

The Complete Restoration
ACT II
     Scene 1
     Scene 2
     Scene 3

ACT I  
Completed!

The Scope of the Academy Restoration

View of Glass Lobby connector, for theatre support
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“

Facade Canopy & Marquee nearing completion 
 

A visit to Main Street now reveals the completed installation of the vintage 
Academy of Music Canopy, and work on installation of the 1946 marquee, 
at the time an amalgam of the canopy which covered the entrance in 1912 
and postwar neon design. 

The rusty red marquee coloring was chosen based on the coloration of 
existing marquees of the era. The amber-colored glass flaps and the “neon” 
tube lighting colors were also chosen accordingly. The “neon” colors will 
be visible when the marquee is lit on the theatre’s opening night.   

Much work is anticipated, now, in Act II. A visit to Main Street now reveals the return of the Academy’s 1912 entrance 
canopy, and shortly, its 1946 marquee, which will no doubt become an iconic component of Lynchburg’s downtown.  
The remainder of the restoration is broken into three segments within Act II, appropriately called Scenes.

       Scene 1’s construction will focus on the further stabilization of 
       exterior walls and roof trusses, partial roof replacement, reworking  
       of auditorium seating bowl and floor support structure, as well as  
       exterior brick repointing, cornices repair and replacement of 
       exterior windows and doors. 

Utility lines in 6th Street will be repaired and re-routed in preparation for the new foundation for the glass lobby building. 
Scenes 2 and 3 will bring conclusion to the project with a fully restored and functioning theatre, complete with stage 
lighting and sound systems, projection equipment, comfortable seating, decorative plaster elements and numerous other 
systems and spaces designed for patron comfort. 

The Gallery and exhibit spaces will be inviting and easily accessible on show nights and regular hours of operation.

The initiation of each work scene will be predicated by the pace of our fundraising efforts. In order to maintain  
a continuous work flow within each scene and avoid cost overruns, each phase will be fully funded prior to initiation.

When restoration is complete and the Academy of Music Theatre opens her doors to the public for the first time since 
1958, patrons will find themselves in a contemporary (but period relevant) two-level facility. The first level will lead 
patrons to our box office, art gallery, rest rooms and primary auditorium entrances. The second level will lead to our 
balcony entrances, lounge, main concessions and executive offices. Once inside the auditorium, ticket holders will see 
and feel almost exactly what they would have in 1912. The curtains, the box seats, the ornate plaster details, the carpets 
and the orchestra seats will as precisely as possible recreate the 1912 environment. While our intent in the auditorium 
will be to go back in time, the theatre will feature state of the art sound, lighting and rigging systems.

From the most intricate touring theatrical production to the simplest requirements of community theatre and everything 
in between, the reborn Academy of Music Theatre is designed to present the very best in live entertainment in a warm 
environment which will bring the patron back to days long gone.

As is clearly evidenced by the restoration of many hundreds of beautiful historic theatres across the US and Canada in the 
past few decades, the economic and social benefits of bringing one of these incomparable showplaces back to life are  
substantial. Reopened theatres very quickly become engines for downtown development, increased tax revenues, 
cultural diversity and civic pride.

Everyone who enters the Academy of Music feels a certain 
indefinable magic, and they all share one inarguable belief: 

“ ”A tremendous amount of work has already 
been accomplished, both around the 

complex as well as inside the historic theatre. 

This gorgeous old theatre  
must be brought back to life. 



Ring that Bell!

Thank you! The Academy has been generously awarded an unrestricted 
$34,500 grant from the Virginia Commission for the Arts, to support ongoing 
operations, including arts education, galleries, and performances.   

Thanks also to a recent $15,000 Genworth Foundation grant, the Academy will 
offer several programs that would otherwise not be feasible. Many thanks to our 
Genworth partners for enabling the following:  

         Public School Youth Programs
         At-Risk Youth Scholarships
         Senior Discounts and Scholarships
         Kids Out Loud Song Workshop
         Summer Art Camp Discounts

Since opening, the Academy of Fine Arts has had over 13,500 class registrants, 
nearly 68,000 ticket buyers and inumerable gallery exhibit and special event 
guests (quite literally too many to count!) It is due to generous programming 
gifts and grants such as these that the Academy continues to offer a thriving and 
diverse arts menu to Lynchburg and the entire community.

The arts are alive and 
this campaign is strong
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In the halls of the Academy on any  
given day, you’ll hear laughter of  
children in classes, the silence of art  
appreciation in the galleries, applause  
in the theatre and energetic clatter of 
day to day business in the offices.

But one sound rings out above the rest. 
An old bell, found 
on the historic 
Academy property, 
comes alive with 
a loud clang, 
signifying a new 
donation to the 
restoration. The sound moves,  
beckoning the staff.  Sure enough,  
enthusiastic faces peer into the hall to 
hear the good news, and to celebrate  
being one step closer to the magic of  
this vision coming to life. 

The arts are alive and this campaign is 
strong! We’re ringing the bell to 
celebrate three generous grants  
to support the restoration. 

The Richard and Caroline T. Gwathmey 
Memorial Trust of Richmond 
generously gave a $20,000 grant also 
towards the restoration.  Additionly, 
The Easley Foundation provided a 
$44,199 grant for the purchase of a 
state-of-the-art digital video projection 
system. Until the completion of 
construction, this system will be used 
in the existing Warehouse Theatre to 
enhance program offerings.

Thank you to these 
foundations for 
supporting the historic 
theatre’s restoration!

“ ”

All donors welcome!
RSVP to attend: 

Vivien Lee DeWald at 
(434) 528-3256 x.117 -OR- 

VDeWald@AcademyFineArts.com

Academy patrons enjoy a reception to learn about restoration progress

Join us and find out! Enjoy 
a presentation on updates 

of  the Academy’s  restoration 
Wed., Aug., 20, 6:00-7:30 PM

 What’s the Latest?



600 Main Street
Lynchburg, VA 24504
(434) 528-3256
(434) 846-TIXX

Sign up to receive 
Academy emails at 

AcademyFineArts.com!

Visit our new Historic Theatre 
Restoration website at

AcademyMusicTheatre.com

NEW! Major Campaign Gifts

Did you know? It’s not Old vs. New
The project of restoring the Academy 
of Music Theatre to its early 1900’s 
glory is feasible largely in part due 
to eligibility to receive historic tax 
credits, which will reduce the cost of 
the restoration considerably.  

Tax credits are an eligible funding 
source when early buildings are 
restored to their original glory. 1905 
architectural tastes, however, don’t 
always comply easily with today’s 
building and life safety codes.

One of the many rewards of this  
project is seeing how the finished 
product will perfectly embody 
both old and new. The rich history, 
the graceful design and intricate 
decorative detail, the sublime 
acoustics and state of the art theatrical 
systems will smoothly couple with 
modern day code, safety, functionality 
and occupancy logistics. 

In the early 1900’s, people stood in 

line outdoors, en masse, waiting to 
enter the theatre through the single 
entrance of a tiny lobby, fit for no 
more than about 20 or 25 people. 

In our restored complex, patrons will 
access the property through multiple 
entrances on both Main Street and 
Commerce Street.  This modern day 
mandated square footage of assembly 
space, built around the historic  
Academy of Music, enables old and 
new to bond in a way that both  
honors our theatre’s history, provides 
an additional eligible funding source 
of tax credits, and enables increased 
programming capability.

This process, while elaborate,  
transforms the Academy’s structures 
into an arts complex with supreme 
functionality and unparalleled  
potential.

To learn more, visit us online at 
AcademyMusicTheatre.com

Donate online at AcademyMusicTheatre.com
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Goals are in 
place to guide 

solicitations 
amongst 

Corporate, 
Individual, 

Government and 
Foundational 

giving asks.

NOTABLY:

42% of the 
Corporate 

Giving Goal is 
now achieved

32% of the 
Individual 

Giving Goal is 
now achieved

Total Goal: $16.6M
This is happening!

CAMPAIGN UPDATE 

Pledges and direct contributions  
received 4/1/14 - 6/30/14

Belvac Production Machinery, Inc. 
Centra Health  
Donna & Herman Cone 
Bill & Gena Davidson 
The Easley Charitable Trust 
Richard Gwathmey & Caroline  
      T. Gwathmey Memorial Trust 
Becky Hawkins 
Innovative Wireless Technologies 
Bill & Elaine Johnson 
Moore & Giles, Inc. 
Elliot & Rosel Schewel 
Phyllis Workman 
George & Heather Zippel 

THANK YOU!

$3.88M


