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New Major Capital Gifts - Thank you!
Pledges and direct contributions  
received 10/1/13 – 3/10/14

Anonymous - 3 (Each at $100,000!) 
Elaine & Bob Clarke 
Mary & David Harman 
Cinda & George Hurt 
   in honor of Sackett Wood & Robin Wood 
Barbara & Cleve McGehee 
Charles Nowlin & Penne Nowlin McKee 
    in memory of Betty & Shep Nowlin 
Old Dominion Box Company Fdn.  
Linda & Eric Sorenson 
Randall & John Watts 
Watts Petroleum Corp. 
Jane & Ken White

The restoration of the historic 
Academy of Music Theatre and 
completion of the multi-building 
arts complex is regarded as a critical 
milestone to the revitalization of 
downtown Lynchburg.  Thanks to 
the generous gifts you’ve made in 
the past, we completed Act 1 of 
this project in January 2010.  Act 
1 provided the facilities for the 
Academy to become a leading arts 
and entertainment destination. Over 
the past 18 months, we have brought 
more diverse programming to the 
Academy, drawing audiences from 
16 different states and from cities 
including New York, Charlotte, 
Richmond, Manassas and Asheville.  
People are reserving hotel rooms, 
eating at downtown restaurants 
and shopping in our stores. We are 
proving that your investment in the 
Academy goes beyond enjoyment of 
the arts; it’s smart business. 

Your gifts completed Act 1
Beginning with the façade work, we 
are now launching Act 2, with a focus 
on the complete restoration of the 
historic theatre. To complete Act 2 
and open and operate your theatre, 
the Academy must raise an additional 
$13.7 million.  This is where you -- 
and everyone with a passion for the 
arts, music, theatre, whatever you 
most connect with -- come in.  We 
need your commitment today to 
reach the ultimate goal.

Throughout Act 1, the Academy 
has been thoughtful and judicious 
in the phasing of construction 
and appropriation of gifts from 
individuals, corporations and grants. 
We have seen great progress and we 
sincerely appreciate the many gifts 
received to get us here. In Act 2, 
we will count on new gifts and will 
continue to apply for every eligible 
tax credit that will assist with the 
build of the complex. Our goal is to 

achieve 45% of eligible design and 
construction costs. These funds, 
however, are not received until the 
expenses are incurred – another 
reason we need your support now.

Can you help us by showing your 
confidence and excitement in the 
future that is within reach? We need 
your financial support, and we need 
your volunteer efforts. Whether you 
give $20 or $2 million, every gift is 
important. Please join us today and 
make this dream a reality that puts 
Lynchburg on the stage as a leader in 
the arts and serves as an economic 
engine for our region.  Thank you!

Please contact Beth Doyle, Director of 
Development at 434-528-3256, x116 
or BDoyle@AcademyFineArts.com

Can you help us with Act 2? 

Donate online at AcademyFineArts.com
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Breaking News!  $25,000 Challenge Grant Issued

The Marietta McNeill Morgan and Samuel Tate Morgan, 

Jr. Foundation has issued a one-to-one challenge grant 

for our theatre restoration project. Donate today and 

your gift will carry twice its value!



By Libby Fitzgerald
As a consumer of the arts in 
Lynchburg, Virginia –although I must 
admit, one pretty comfortable just 
listening to Frank Sinatra, and maybe 
even The Lumineers or Zac Brown – 
I have to say, I’ve been challenged and 
thrilled by what I’ve seen and heard 
on stage at the Academy in recent 
months! It’s not always been my com-
fort zone, the things I’m familiar with, 
but I’ve loved being stretched and 
exposed to new and less familiar kinds 
of entertainment – some the result 
of exciting new community building 
collaborations with other local arts 
organizations and some the result of 
management nabbing award-winning 
entertainers on national tour at half 
price – and we do like bargains!

I was blown away by the powerful 
portrayal of Jewish families being torn 
asunder as Hitler took hold of 
Germany and children were forced 
to leave parents. “Kindertransport,” 
produced by the highly professional 
Alluvion Stage Company of Liberty 
University, in collaboration with the 
Academy, mounted an innovative 
stageset that brought that trauma 
vividly to life. Keith Lee Dances: The 
Encore Performance brought a style 
of dance worthy of the New York 
stage – again, not as familiar as “The 
Nutcracker,” but wow! – what talent! 
Voices of Strivers Row – now there’s 
something most of us in Lynchburg 
had never heard of, but if you missed 

Patron Viewpoint

it, you really missed a gem – 
stunningly talented young poets 
demonstrating, without music, the 
power of the spoken word to express 
the frustrations of a generation. 
Shelby Lynne, Tom Paxton, the James 
Hunter Six, Alison Brown Quartet, 
Roger McGuinn  -- hadn’t heard any 
of them in person before but they 
made me laugh, cry and cheer. And 
Paula Poundstone – well, I’m still 
laughing! 

I’m hearing rave reviews about the 
new array of spring arts classes which 
are filling up rapidly.  Kindermusik 
and the unequaled pottery instruction 

for all ages is still there of course, but 
thanks to a collaboration with 
Lynchburg Parks and Recreation called 
pARTners, there are all sorts of new 
possibilities that sound so enticing! -- 
watercolor and oil painting, tap dance 
and knitting to name just a few.  

And “Arts UnCorked” – that sounds 
like it’s worth exploring: “It’s about 
having fun, exploring your inner artist 
and having a glass of wine in the 
process,” says the Academy website. 
Does it come any better than that!?

I was blown away!“ ”

Patrons purchase 
hand-made bowls 
at the 6th annual 
Empty Bowls event 
on March 8th.

Thank you 
Academy potters 
for donating over 
300 bowls!

Kindertransport, Jan. 31-Feb. 2

Art Fundamentals class

Paula Poundstone, Jan. 17

Your gifts made these great programs possible! Thank you!
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Top Virginia Watermedia 
Artists to Exhibit

By Jata Craighill

The Virginia Watercolor Society 
produces just one exhibit annually. 
Venues across the state volunteer for the 
opportunity to host the notable show.
       So mark your calendars! The 
Academy of Fine Arts is honored to be 
chosen to host the 35th Annual Virginia 
Watercolor Society Juried Exhibition 
this May-June. The Exhibit will attract 
hundreds of artists and aficionados 
from all over the region and will put our 
venue on par with many of the best art 
spaces Virginia has to offer. 
       As a watercolor artist myself, and an 
aspiring member of the Society, I regard 
the artists and their works as some of 
the best in technique and cutting edge 
design in the country. Many of the more 
than 400 members are nationally 
acclaimed in their own right. The exhibit 
this year has drawn over 500 paintings 
by more than 200 top watermedia artists 
in Virginia. Up to 100 juried pieces will 
be on display. Awards will be 
determined by nationally recognized 
watercolor artist, Nicholas Simmons. 
       To host this event in Lynchburg is 
an honor and a feat. The Society has the 
clout and opportunity to house its show 
anywhere in the Commonwealth, is 
well-known throughout the East Coast 
and always well attended. 
       Come prepared to be dazzled and 
inspired by some of the latest and 
greatest watermedia that the Virginia 
Watercolor Society has to offer by some 
of the best artists in this field. 

Exhibit opens First Fridays, May 3rd, 
showing through June 28th

Business leaders from 42 area organizations including Centra Health, 
Moore’s Electric, RR Donnelley, AEP, Belvac, BMS, Southern Air, NB 
Handy and Region 2000, gathered at the Academy on February 27th to 
hear an update on the theatre restoration project.  Leaders took a tour of 
the theatre, following presentations from ED David Jenkins, Moore & Giles 
President Sackett Wood and City Manager Kim Payne.Your past support of our Gallery 

renovation and your ongoing gifts 
made this exhibit possible.
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BOARD OF  
TRUSTEES:
Terry Babbitt 
David Bowen
Tony Camm 
Jata Craighill 
Curtis Crews 

Laura Crumbley
Mary Dalton 
Shirley Deen 
David Giles
Dan Grabeel

Sarah Hellewell 
Bill Hobbs 

David Mass 
Troy McHenry 
Gary Mignogna
Elaine Passman 
Larry Redmond 

Cary Roberts 
Patricia Tanner 

Rob Taylor
Tim Timmons
Luke Towles 

Catherine Varner 
Niki White 

Sackett Wood
Phyllis Workman

Jim Wright

“We’ve created all of these spaces to accomplish our mission; now it’s time to finish that theatre!” said Dorie 
Smiley, staff member since 1997. “This work on the façade is exciting because it will bring awareness.”  

Over the years, the theatre has had several marquees, some documented in  
photographs and others not.  The handsome marquee documented in the 1946  
photograph shown here was the one chosen to be replicated.  Since the  
Commonwealth holds a historic preservation easement on the theatre, the  
marquee design had to be approved by the Virginia Department of Historic  
Resources.  Then the city’s Historic Preservation Commission had to give a  
stamp of approval in order to get a building permit.

Further approvals, in the form of funding, was provided in part by grants from  
Lynch’s Landing and Virginia Main Street, a preservation-based economic and  
community development program of the Virginia Department of Housing and Community Development.  

“To see the work beginning on the façade is really exciting,” said Academy board president Terry Babbitt. 
“Thanks to the generous donations we’ve received, we can finally look forward to the completion of this 
wonderful project.” 

Façade Construction Begins 
 
By Jim Wright

It’s happening! It’s really happening! Real, visible 
restoration work on our crown jewel has begun. The 
scaffolding went up in late February and work has begun 
on the Academy of Music Theatre’s façade, beginning with 
a new marquee.

It appears that our historic theatre has been unoccupied 
and unused longer than any in America, but this center of 
Lynchburg culture and source of civic pride is on its way 
back.  The past two decades have seen steady progress 
toward realization of a regional center for the visual 
and performing arts. The Price & Clements building 
was purchased and completely renovated to create the 
warehouse theatre, art studio, gallery and rehearsal 
rooms. The Gas Company building was purchased and 
renovated to include two galleries, a pottery studio and the 
administrative offices.  A state-of-the-art flytower has been 
constructed for the 1905 theatre and extensive structural 
stabilization work has been completed.

Most of this work has taken place out of the public eye.  
Now, every trip down Main Street will provide another 
reminder that the Grand Old Lady is getting her long 
overdue makeover.

Academy of Fine Arts Newsletter

Work begins on the theatre’s façade 

The Grand Old Lady is getting 
her long overdue makeover.“ ”

          The façade today       The marquee architectural drawing                                    The final marquee
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