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Academy of Fine Arts Newsletter
Now’s the Time to Act!

Have you been thinking about a 
new or additional donation to the 
Academy’s restoration project? 

Thanks to an enormously generous 
challenge grant from Liberty 
University, your gift will now carry 
twice its value. Write us a check for 
$100 and it becomes $200! Make a 
$1,000 donation and instantly that 
means $2,000!  Liberty will match 
every dollar up to $500,000, so your 
gift will help bring in $1 million!  

Our current campaign has brought 
in $1.56 million since October 
1, 2012. 91% of donations to this 
campaign are designated to fund 
the “bricks and mortar” costs of 
restoring the Academy of Music 
Theatre, with 9% addressing 
ongoing operating costs that keep 
the rest of the Academy alive. 

“We collected $50,000 towards the 

match within six days of the April 
11th announcement,” said Director 
of Development Beth Doyle. “We’re 
seeing gifts from new supporters 
and from our loyal regular donors, 
and we can’t thank Liberty enough 
for giving our project this boost and 
their seal of approval.”  

 
For more information, contact the 
development office at 528-3256, 
x116. To make a donation simply go 
to our website AcademyFineArts.
com.  Thanks for your ongoing and 
future support!

New Major Gifts
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major gift pledges since  

Oct. 1 ‘12

David Jenkins accepting pledge from LU Chancellor Jerry Falwell, Jr. 

Liberty will match every dollar 
up to $500,000, so your gift will 

help bring in $1 million!

Just announced! An anonymous donation of $100,000 made in response to Liberty University’s challenge



Country, Jazz, Blues 
and Celtic Folk fans 
enjoyed some  
astonishing nights 
in our Warehouse 
Theatre recently. 
Five-Time Grammy 
Winner MARTY 
STUART and his 
FABULOUS  
SUPERLATIVES 

The Joint’s Been Jumpin’ This Spring!

brought their very unique 
mix of traditional country, 
rockabilly and bluegrass and 
blew the roof off the place. 
Jazz great FREDDY COLE 
gave us that tangible feel of 
intimate, smoky basement 
clubs. Grammy Nominee 
SHEMEKIA COPELAND 
wowed the crowd and 
showed us why the City of 

Chicago recently crowned 
her “Queen of the Blues...” 
and BBC Award Winner  
JULIE FOWLIS delivered 
an elegant, warm and  
exquisite evening of Celtic 
music. 
 
These nationally touring 
award winning acts are just 
a hint at what’s in store for 
Academy fans next season!

Lane Foundation Gifts 
Steinway B Piano

Next time you’re in our 
A&E Building, be sure 
to take a look at the 
magnificent Steinway 
Model B piano we 
recently received from the 
Minnie and Bernard Lane 
Foundation. Eventually 
this instrument will 
reside permanently on 
the stage of the Academy 
of Music Theatre but in 
the meantime will see 
service at many events in 
the Warehouse Theatre. 
Donated as a symbol of 
Minnie Lane’s  
long-standing passion to  
advance the performing 
arts in our region, the 
Academy couldn’t be 
more honored by the 
Lane family’s enormous 
generosity and support of 
our efforts!

 
Gallery Now Open  

on Saturdays 

New this spring:  the Ann 
White & Up Front galleries 
will be open Saturdays from 
10 am - 5 pm.  Come out 
and enjoy the fascinating 
exhibits on display!

Whoop-Dee-Doo! Annual Fundraiser a Hit

 
On March 9th, the Academy hosted the first annual Whoop-Dee-Doo fundraising 
event. The theme was “Princesses and Superheroes,” and community members were 
encouraged to come dressed as their favorite princess or superhero to enjoy a day that 
included Make ‘n Take Crafts, a character parade, photo ops and a raffle. 

This event was one of our two annual fundraisers, and thanks to community support we 
raised over $13,000 to assist in operations. Many thanks to English Construction, Moore 
& Giles and Overstreet Sloan- our headline “Princesses and Superheroes” sponsors, and 
thanks to Children’s Dentistry & Orthodontics of Lynchburg, Central Virginia Family 
Dentistry, Foster Fuels, Givens Books & Little Dickens and F. Read Hopkins  
Pediatrics- our “Autograph Book” and “Character” sponsors.  

This event would not have been possible without the help of the dedicated volunteers 
from the Friends Committee and all the brave volunteers who donned costumes 
portraying Spiderman, Belle, Snow White, Buzz Lightyear and 15 other favorite 
characters to entertain our youngest patrons. Thank you!

AcademyFineArts.com   (434) 846-TIXX (8499)



Donate online at AcademyFineArts.com 
or via phone at (434) 528-3256 x117 

Gala Tickets now available

Save the date for One Starry Night in Historic Downtown 
Lynchburg - the most happenin’ event this fall!  This year’s 
Gala is scheduled for Saturday, September 14th and will 
feature an open bar, raffle, live auction and dancing to the 
tunes of The Venture Rays. 

Corporate and table sponsorships are available by 
contacting the development office at (434) 528-3256, x117. 
Individual tickets are available through the box  
office at (434) 846-8499 or at AcademyFineArts.com. 

One Starry Night in Historic Downtown Lynchburg...

FREE Family  
Art Saturdays!

The Academy is excited to 
offer Family Art Saturdays 
monthly which are free 
and open to the public. On 
Saturday, June 8th create and 
glaze a fish-shaped plate. 
On July 6th color fabric 
paints on a cotton bandana 
with print designs! On 
August 3rd create a funny 
face on glass to use as a 
nightlight or suncatcher. 

Pre-register online and 
check the website monthly 
to see a list of free programs 
to be held throughout the 
year. 

A big “thank you” to 
the Greater Lynchburg 
Community Trust for 
providing this great family 
opportunity. See you there! 

Featured 
Summer Class

Check out our featured 
summer class “Learning 
with the Arts,” an all-
day, two-week class for 
high school students that 
teaches fundamental art 
skills in preparation for 
more advanced study. 

Similar to the Academy’s 
highly successful 
immersion theatre camp, 
Pottery Director May 
Carter wanted to create 
something of the same 
concept for visual arts.

Last summer, Carter was 
excited about the student’s 
emphatic response and 
their willingness to 
focus on three, two-hour 
classes. “All the students 

Looking for a classy venue for your  
next social or business affair?

The Academy offers both small and large spaces to 
accommodate your needs. 

Host your special event in the Arts and Education 
Center, or enjoy art exhibits while holding a smaller 
reception in The Ann White Academy Gallery. 

For a larger occasion, take advantage of The Joy and 
Lynch Christian Warehouse Theatre and Lobby, which 
boasts a beautiful atmosphere, sound and lighting 
system, staging, dance floor and kitchen. At nearly 5,000 
sq. ft., it can hold over 250 people theatre or banquet 
style, or over 300 for a cocktail party. 

For more information or to plan your next event, contact 
Dorie Smiley at DSmiley@AcademyFineArts.com.

seemed to respond well to that format, speaking to their 
maturity as artists.” The students’ high-quality work was 
displayed in an exhibit in the Arts and Education Lobby. 

This summer, students will benefit from working with 
three local artists: Jon Roark, Rosalie Day White, and Jill 
Jensen in classes focusing on classic drawing, oil painting, 
and printmaking. 

Visit AcademyFineArts.com to check out other exciting 
camps and classes we are offering this summer! 
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Now is the  
Time to Act!

Thanks to an enormously generous 
challenge grant from Liberty 
University, your gift will now carry 
twice its value. Write us a check for 
$100 and it becomes $200! Make a 
$1,000 donation and instantly that 
means $2,000!  Liberty will match 
every dollar up to $500,000, so your 
gift will help bring in $1 million for 
the Academy!  

 

Have you noticed a splash 
of color on the once-boring 
white exterior wall adjacent 
to Genworth’s parking lot at 
600 Main Street? Local artist 
Megan Wells was selected 
out of nineteen contestants 
to create a mural for the 
outer wall of the Academy’s 
Gallery and administration 
building. Her mural is 

attracting plenty of attention 
from community members, 
who can be seen on the 
sidewalks watching in 
amazement and heard 
honking as they pass by. 

Megan, who moved to 
Lynchburg with her husband 
last year, has worked on 
other murals before, but 

on a smaller scale. Once 
completed, her mural will 
span the entire wall of the 
building, which measures 
131 feet by 51 feet. Megan 
uses a grid system to 
complete this amazing feat, 
converting inches from 
sketches to feet on the wall. 

“My design is a nice mix of 
the artistic culture and scenic 
beauty that I’ve been exposed 
to since moving here last 
year. I wanted to use bright 
colors that gave off a sense of 
energy and excitement,” said 
Megan. 

Megan began work on the 
mural on March 27th, and 
with help from her parents, 
the United Way Young 
Leaders, Bank of the James 
employees, and Academy 
staff, she plans to have it 
completed in early May. 

The project was funded 
by grants from the City of 
Lynchburg’s James River 
Arts & Cultural District, the 
Holiday Inn and individual 
donations.  D.L. Bryant 
Paint loaned boom lifts and 
paint was provided by James 
T. Davis. 
 
“Downtown Lynchburg has 
such a rich history and is 
so full of character; I think 
contrasting that with this 
vivid, huge, colorful mural 
will be pretty cool,” said 
Megan. 

Stop by Main Street or visit 
AcademyFineArts.com 
to see Megan’s progress. 
A big thank you from the 
Academy to Megan and all 
who have contributed to the 
mural project! 

Academy of Fine Arts Mural in Full Swing

David Jenkins accepting pledge 
from LU Chancellor Jerry Falwell, Jr. 

Artist Megan Wells completing the last 5% of the mural


