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Academy Development Newsletter
The Academy welcomes Beth Doyle as its new Director of Development!
 
A Lynchburg native, Beth brings 27 years of nonprofit 
management experience to the Academy.  She 
previously served as Director of Communications 
for the Virginia Legal Aid Society, where she secured 
grant funding, produced marketing materials and 
managed the annual campaign.  Beth also held 
leadership positions at the Annenberg Washington 
Program, a nonprofit communications policy center 
in Washington, D.C.
 
“I am just delighted to join the Academy’s dedicated 
staff in their fundraising efforts,” Doyle said. “I have 
been buoyed by the incredible support in the 
community and by the engagement of our Board of                                                                                            Trustees and Capital Campaign team.”
 
You’ll be hearing more from Beth in the upcoming months as we launch our “Race to the 
Finish” campaign to complete the restoration and reopening of the Historic Academy of 
Music Theatre.

The future of Theatre in Lynchburg

Donate Online at: AcademyFineArts.com  
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By: Mary Dalton, Friends of the Academy President

The Gala held on Saturday September 15 at the Academy was nothing short of a memorable evening for all who 
attended! The sold-out event hosted 300 folks all wearing cheery bow ties, colorful party dresses, and lively danc-
ing shoes ready for a joyous evening of dinner, dancing, raffles and a live auction.  

The Joy and Lynch Christian Warehouse Theater was adorned in beach themed decorations with 25 sponsorship 
tables and 11 general ticket tables. The evening kicked off with a cocktail hour in the lobby of the Warehouse 
Theater with creatively delicious hors d’oeuvres, as well as a pinwheel raffle of over 90 prizes and gift certificates 
donated by local businesses and artists! A big thanks to those businesses who donated items!  

A vibrant live auction followed a scrumptious buffet dinner creating an energy in the Warehouse Theater never 
seen before. With the masterful help of the auctioneers, eight unique items were auctioned off in less than a half 
hour generating over $32,000!!!  And one of the headlining items of the evening was donated during the live 
auction....a week in Italy!   

As the live auction closed, the talented band Legends of Beach kicked it up a notch and everyone headed to the 
dance floor.  The band continued for another two sets as guests danced, socialized, had pictures taken in the 
photo booth and toured the historic theater.  

The energy and excitement about the Academy of Fine Arts, the education and culture it brings to our commu-
nity, the renovation of the historic theater, and the impact it has on our community was apparent throughout the 
party. In the end, The Gala was a memorable evening for all, and a financial success for the Academy raising over 
$67,000 in net proceeds! Thank you and let’s keep the buzz going!

The Gala 2012
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The Gala 2012 Table Sponsors
AREVA
BB&T Insurance Services
Bank of the James
Campbell Insurance
Flippin, Bruce, & Porter
Foster Fuels
Interiors by Moyanne
Lynchburg Ready Mix Company
Moore & Giles, Inc.
Orthopaedic Center of Central Virginia
The Prince Henry Charitable Foundation
Edmunds & Williams
Schewel Furniture Company
Select Bank
TEVA Pharmaceuticals
W.E.L., Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. John Fees
Drs. Timothy and Sarah Hellewell
Mrs. Mary Watt New
Mr. Robert & Dr. Cary Roberts
Mr. & Mrs. John Timmons, Jr.
Ms. Anitra Webster – Mr. & Mrs. David L. Bowen
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas W. Kinkaid, Jr. – Dr. & Mrs. John M. Lesko
Mr. & Mrs. Rodger W. Fauber – Dr. & Mrs. Paul Fitzgerald
Mr. & Mrs. David T. Petty, Jr. – Mr. & Mrs. Robert Wood III
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Day – Mr. & Mrs. Robert Foster – Mr. & Mrs. Luther Joyner – The Reverend & Mrs. William Watson

Friends Gala Committee
Mary Dalton – Chair
Sarah Hellewell – Co-Chair
Hume Arthur
Carter Bendall
Louise Dawson
Emily Gilger
Sally Horner
Brandon Landes
Sarah Lesko

Danielle Lewis
Elaine Passman
Gretchen Perkins
Mary Sloan
Maryanna Stands
Holly Trent
Alaina Tweedale
Eleanor Webb
Niki White

The Gala 
raised over 
$67,000 in 

net proceeds! 
Thank you!!

Donors
Dodson Brothers Exterminating, Co.
Medical Associates of Central Virginia
Shoemakers & Waterstone Restaurants
Wood & White Investment
Mr. William Kramer
Mr. Jim Boniface & Ms. Camille Alexander
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Chase
Mr. & Mrs. Lee Ainslie Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Stevens
Mrs. Helen Holt
Dr. Laura & Mr. Joseph Bauer
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Pettyjohn, Jr.
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas Meyer
Moore & Giles
Drs. Tim & Sarah Hellewell
Mr. Jake Grove & New Angle Fishing Company
Mr. & Mrs. John Fees of West Manor Estate
Dodson Brothers
Bowen’s Jewelry
Mr. & Mrs. John Stough
Mr. & Mrs. Alex Sellick
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Davidson
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Thank you for supporting the Arts!

Welcome to our new Board members
CURTIS CREWS
A Halifax county resident, Curtis 
serves as Safety and Security Analyst 
and Community Relations Liaison for 
The Timken Company.

DAVID MASS
With his own Lynchburg private law 
practice, Mass joins the Academy of 
Fine Arts Board of Directors as an 
avid supporter of the arts in 
Lynchburg.

DAVID GILES
David is a Nelson county native with 
his own Lynchburg architecture firm, 
David Giles Inc. David joins the 
Academy of Fine Arts Board of 
Directors with a long-standing 
presence in the Lynchburg area.

PAM SMITH-JOHNSON
A Lynchburg City Schools Educator, 
Smith-Johnson joins the Academy’s 
Board with a strong passion for arts 
education. Pamela was a strong force 
in the coordination of the Academy’s 
recent Youth Art Crawl & Kids Out 
Loud Concert. 

TIM TIMMONS
A retired business professional and 
educator, Tim joins the Academy of 
Fine Arts Board of Directors with a 
focus in the arts as well as a history in 
Lynchburg business.

JENNIFER LIPFORD PETTICOLAS
A retired educator, Jennifer joins 
the Academy of Fine Arts Board of 
Directors with a passion for all the 
aspects of community theatre, 
including performing herself!

ROB TAYLOR, JR.
Retired from Taylor Brother Inc., Rob 
has a history of active involvement in 
historic preservation and contracting 
and served on the Academy of Music 
Theatre advisory committee. 

FORD MAYS
A Partner with Ford Mays Wealth 
Management, Ford joins the 
Academy’s Board of Directors with a 
mission to make a difference in the 
community, giving back to schools, 
charities and organizations for the 
benefit of children. 
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Board of Trustees
Terry Babbitt
Dave Bowen

Pam Bradford
Bill Calohan
Tony Camm

Jata Craighill
Curtis Crews

Laura Crumbley
Mary Dalton
Shirley Deen

David Giles
Dr. Dan Grabeel

Dr. Bill Hobbs
Mike Madden

David Mass, Esq.
Ford Mays

Jean Meeks
Gary Mignogna

Jennifer Petticolas
Monica Prahinski

Dr. Larry Redmond
Cary Roberts, Ph.D.

Cathy Sackett
Pam Smith-Johnson

Trish Tanner
Rob Taylor

Tim Timmons
Catherine Varner

Niki White
Sackett Wood



On the stage...Paula Poundstone
By: David Jenkins, Executive Director

We still haven’t caught our breath after the two hours of hilar-
ity that blew through our theatre like a hurricane two weeks 
ago with Paula Poundstone on stage. (And then Broadway 
Cabaret and 1964: The Tribute hit with equal force!)

When we announced the date, the best way I could describe 
Paula Poundstone to those not familiar with her was that she 
is to comedy what Miles Davis was to jazz. Entirely unique, a 
master of her craft, and almost literally unforgettable.

In a freewheeling sold-out show that wandered from gentle 
kidding about our First Friday events to stinkbugs to roofing 
to home schooling and a hundred topics in between, the audi-
ence found themselves very much a part of the show. Paula has 
the rare ability to involve a fan, kid them to the quick about 
aspects of their life, their occupation, their comments… but 
never in a way that offends.  

I can’t tell you how many times I’ve seen big name comics 
backstage before a show pacing in anticipation, rifling through 
notes, quietly mumbling lines to themselves… and getting                                                                                                        ready to hit the stage like a prize fighter answering 
the bell.  Paula on the other hand sat quietly speaking with one of her children on the phone, totally relaxed, no 
pre-show preparation, and when I gave her a two minute warning she just smiled, said goodnight and came to 
stand with me behind the curtain, just quietly humming a tune as I introduced her. She was as relaxed as you or I 
would be walking to the refrigerator. 

Two hours later, hours which positively flew by, she said good night, walked off the stage and her first words to 
me were “Great audience!” And she was right. What helped make this remarkable show so memorable was the 
electricity that flowed back and forth between performer and ticket holder. Both need to do their job, and the 
audiences’ is vital. The more the audience gives the act, the deeper the act digs to give their best. And that’s what 
happened in our theatre.

To all of you that came to see Ms. Poundstone, we thank you. She’ll be back next year, and in the meantime stay 
tuned as we bring in more acts that create that very same spark!
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Coming up @ the Academy
PERFORMANCES     GALLERIES     ARTS EDUCATION     POTTERY     EVENTS

First Fridays
Nov. 2, 5:00PM

First Fridays
Dec. 7, 5:00PM

Cash ‘n Carry Sale
Nov. 16-Dec. 21

An exhibit of all 
art mediums, 
all for a great 
Holiday price!

Art vs. Craft
Dec. 1

Not Your Momma’s 
Craft Fair featuring 
local Etsy vendors

Holiday Pottery Sale
November 2-4

Handmade Holiday gifts 
by local potters!

Spencer’s 
Theatre of Illusion
Nov. 17, 7:30PM
Tickets start at $15

Drama! Illusion, Danger, 
Awe! You won’t believe 
your eyes! Held at EC 
Glass Auditorium.

A Choral Christmas
December 15-16
Tickets start at $8
Celebrate the Holidays 
through Song with your 
favorite local choirs!
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